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"SCIENCE W-IT::S:: PRACTICE-" 
VOL. VII.} AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, AMES, row A, MAY, 1879. [N0.3. 
LITERARY. 
HYMN TO THE LILACS. 
IlY l'JtOF. W. II. W;YNN. 
When early leaves their slender shadows cast 
Upon the ground, and the far azure sleeps 
As in the lifting gloom of an eclipse, 
Aud all the land is rife with songs of birds 
Aud shouts of children, and the emulous h~m 
Of voices in a thousand notes of joy, 
I catch, in swift discovery, ahroatl 
Upon the languid winds, the lilac's scent, 
Strong, sweet, luxurious, as 'twere incense falling 
From censors round the altars of the spring. 
0 lilacs! wafl.cd memories from the past 
Come crowding at familiar Hight of thee! 
Bend, now, your purple panicles, and let 
Mc sniff the recollections of my youth 
In the bewildering swPetncss of thy pollen, 
As when stretched out beneath thy scented shade 
The breath of th.cc WeI~t quick into my blood, 
And made me dizzy with excess of joy. 
For now thy fragrnnt thyrsus is ablaze 
In every door-yard; children hail thee, and 
The blue bird and the robin light upon 
'l'hy spray, and bees in so!Hary flight 
Dart homeward heavily weighted with thy sweets. 
The opening year full chorus wakes to thee 
Deep voices, and 1111 echoes from the wood;, 
And the far music of.the resounding shore; 
The lowing of the herds turned back contc,nt 
With the first nibblings of the virgin gra~s; 
The scream of the water fowl at break of day 
High.swooping to the north to build and bro;)d 
Among tlie rushes of the marshy glade; 
Or perched on some low fence of pasture-land 
The meadow lark its breezy quaver trills,· ' 
And the brown thrush responds in mimic strains 
Filling the copse with garrulous delight. ' 
Men, too, their harsher tones assuage, and pause 
When business surges in the mart, to say, 
"The lilac is in bloom "; and youth and maid 
Slow strolling in the moon-light, plight their love 
Between thy pinnate leaves, and, dreaming, sec 
Sweet visions swimming in the balmy air. 
0 lilac! just one sprig of thee! I dream, 
And with thy perfume, music and the moonbeams 
Commingle, and for one vast moment, all 
My being trembles in satiety 
Of love. A draught of fragrance, and I rise 
And sweep, I know not how, to fairer realms, 
And am erewhile far other than I was, 
Intent to find perpetual spring, and roam 
Ideal gardens of Hesperides, 
And Tempe's Vale, and taste the alien sweets 
Thy fragrance hints. 
Sometime I know I shall 
The mighty secret overtake, and read 
The riddle of recurring blank and bloom 
In earth's vast rolling cycles, and devise 
What well is meant when lurking ill betides, 
And find, at last, the joy of lilac-time 
Perennial. 
Now, this feeble thing of scent 
Ambrosial, is as fleeting as the Spring, 
Fit emlilem to be laid on coffin lid, or dropped 
In open grave, to speak the early fate 
Of some great promise dying in its prime. 
My sprig upon a little mound I lay, 
And with no tears, and no complainings say-
Large wisdom gendered of my grief forbids-
"Here, my beloved, this for thee shall mean 
Sweet but perishable." Nay! the mold 
That wraps thee subtle essences pervade, 
And chemistries, and fashioning forces there, 
To quicken, and to work release of souls 
As well as flowers, and through all the round 
Of Summer's branding suns, to lead a race 
Of new created ones from dark abodes 
Into the franchisement of fairer worlds. 
Agricultural College, May 1st, 1879. 
IAGO. 
First Prize oration, delivered at the Inter-State contest, at Iowa City, May 7, by 
R. M. LAI<'oLLETTE, of the State University of Wisconsin. 
Shakespeare's Iago personifies two constituents of mind-"-' 
intellect and will. These alone are the springs of his action, the 
source of his power. What he lacks in emotion he has gained in 
intellectual acuteness, but the result is deformity. The character 
is not unnaLural; it is fiendishly natural. His reasoning power is 
abnormally developed; but he has no fooling, no sympathy, no affec. 
tion, no fear. He is the cold passion of intellect, whose icy touch 
chills the warm life in all it reaches. He is an intellectual athlete, 
and is unceasing in his mental gymnastics. His contemptfor all 
good is supreme; his greatest crime is his greatest pleasure; and his 
own hypocrisy gladdens and intoxicates him. Whatever is most 
mean, whatever is most hard, whatever is vilely atrocious and dan. 
gerously difficult, he seizes with greedy glee. Skeptical of all virtue, 
to him love is lechery, truth-telling stupid goodness, and lying a dar-
ing to be ingenious. 
The emotions are the native soil of human life. From the feel-
ings are grown great ethical truths, one by one, forming at last the 
great body of the moral law. But Iago is emotionally a cipher, and 
his poverty of sentiment and wealth of intellect render him doubly 
dangerous. Here we have the key to his character- he is possessed 
of an inflexible will, of an intellect, pungent, subtle, super-sensual. 
He not only knows more than he feels, h~ knows everything, feels 
nothing. 
The other characters of the tragedy of Othello-a tragedy which 
Macaulay pronounced Shakespeare's greatestr-are but puppets mov. 
ing at the will of this master. He reads them at a glance, by a flash 
of instinct. He wastes no words on Roderigo other than to make 
the "fool his purse." But upon Othello he plays with more subtlety, 
and infinitely greater zest. Upon him he exercises his crafLy ingen-
uity; and the "double knavery," the "How? how?" whets him 
keen. Now flashes forth the invisible lightning of his malignant 
mind, and woe to all virtue within its reach. Now we see his char-
acter in all its artful cunning, all its devilish cruelty. With what 
marvelous skill he makes his first attack ! He does nothing in the 
common way. His methods have the merit of originality. He does 
not assail Desdemona's virtue with a well-conned story, but is seem-
ingly surprised into an exclamation, appearing to utter his sus-
picions by the merest accident. And, when he has engaged Othello's 
ear, note his matchless cunning; he comes and goes, and comes and 
goes again with his ingenious innuendos; changing like the chame-
leon, quick to take his cue from the Moor, yet craftily giving direc-
tion to the other's thoughts, cursing Cassio with his protestations of 
love, and damning Desdemona while joining in benediction to her 
honesty. The "constant, loving, noble nature" of the Moor changes 
quickly under the "almost superhuman art " of Iago: but too well 
he knows the human mind to gorge it with suspicion; and with 
every dose of poison, gives just a little antidote. With pious self. 
accusation, he says, "'tis my nature's plague to spy into abuses"; 
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and, "oft my jealousy shapes faults that are not"; but carefully 
adds, " it were not for your quiet nor for your good to let you know 
my thoughts " ; and is equally careful to tell them; smothering with 
one hand all suspicion of his perfidy, and kindling with the other 
the consuming fires of the Moor's jealousy. 
Iago's manner of practicing upon Othello is only matched by 
the means he employs. Like the genuine devil, he destroys the en-
tire household-not through some unguarded vice, but through its 
very virtues. He sets all good~ess by the ears. The strength of the· 
Moor's affection is made a fatal weakness, and, more than this, the 
very medium of all their misery is she, 
" Of spirit so still and gentle that her motion 
Blushed at herself." 
Iago and Desdemona! Strange unspeakable union of opposites! 
Weird harmony of discords! Sombre mingling of a smile and a 
sneer! 0 the poet whose genius could compound these elements 
without an explosion! 0 this "unequal contest between the powers 
of grossness and purity!" That Desdemona, whose childlike. 
nature is a divine fusion of innocence and chastity, should be played 
off against a moral outlaw, a being whose livery is "heavenly shows" 
OJ1d whose logic is the "divinity of hell," is a juxtaposition appall-
ing, fascinating! 'Tis Diana in the talons of a Harpy. That virtue 
should be "turned into pitch," that " out of goodness " should be 
D1ade "the net to enmesh them all," that innocence should become 
the instrument of the infernal, is a "moral antithesis" that preludes 
the oncoming of chaos. And it comes like the quick night and con-
smnates the tragedy; while over all, in sullen silence, gloats this imp 
of darkness. 
Sonu:where, Thomas Carlyle has said, "there are depths in man 
that go the length of the lowest Hell, as there are heights that reach 
the highest Heaven " ; but Iago is a magnet with only one pole 
which ever points toward the infernal. Why is it, then, that this 
character does not disgust us? Why do we follow his intricate 
windings with such intense interest? Why do we tolerate him? 
We find the answer in his great intellect. This is the core of his 
character-abstract intellectuality united to volitional force, devoid 
of all morality, divorced from all feeling. He is hardly human, yet 
he sounds humanity like a philosopher. He is wanting in ethical 
parts; yet he makes the nicest moral distinctions. He is a fraction, 
yet greater than a unit; a part, yet more than the whole. He is a 
parado;x. In his deep schemes, we nearly forget the villain. His 
triumph over all obstacles pins the attention to his intellectual pow-
ers. He is "instinct with thought." This redeems him to us as a 
subject, and yields another explanation for what has been termed his 
"little trace of conscience." His self-questionings, his subtle soph-
isms, his cataclysm of reasons, are not the weak protest of a moral 
part, but the logical outcome of a sleepless intellect. He is emphat-
ically a being of reasons. He will do nothing except he furnish to 
himself the "why! " It is not that he requires these reasons as a 
"whetstone for his revenge," it is not that his "resolution is too 
much for his conscience," but rather that he revels in reasons, that 
his hungry mind will have its food. He "suspects the lusty Moor," 
aud fears "Cassio with his night-cap, too," on occasion; not that he 
dreads to destroy either without some motive, but because his men-
tal constitutio~ demands a reason for all things. Schlegel defines 
wickedn~s as "nothing but selfishness designedly unconsientious"; 
but Iago makes no effort to deceive himself, for he says: 
"When devils will their blackest sins put on, 
They do suggest at first with heavenly shows 
As I do now." 
He does not care to justify himself, except as an intellectual sat-
isfaction. He desires no moral vindication. In fact he commits 
crime merely for crime's sake, and there is no sin he will not claim 
as his own. Think ofit! a being who clutches at wickedness with 
all the greed of a miser. Thoroughly passionless, coldly intellectual, 
he is forced into self-confession that he is no libertine; yet fearful 
lest the admission has cost him one hellish trait, he quickly adds 
that he stands "accountable for as great a sin." This is a moral 
defiance sublimely hideous, but hardly reconcilable in a bein$ with 
even a "little trace of conscience." Were there a single golden threa,d 
of moral sense to knit him to the good in humanity, it would shine 
forth when Desdemona-whose only offence against him is that she 
is pure-sinks under his cursed cunning. But it is a quality he feels 
not, knows not; and what Coleridge calls " the motive hunting of a 
motiveless malignity;" this constant combing of his wits for reas-
ons, is simply a service performed at the mandate of his craving 
intellect. 
These are the premises from which, as conclusions, we deduce 
Iago-a character without a conscience. 
Mark the "steep inequality" between him and Richard III.: 
The Duke of Gloster, born with teeth, a twisted body and a majestic 
mind, cuts his way through those of his own flesh to a throne. 
Malignant and artful, hypocritical and heartless, he "seems a saint 
when most he p_lays _the devil." Monster, he stands apart from men; 
he is "like himself alone," and he stalks along his bloody coul'se, 
a solitary creation. Brave, he has the audacity to defy destiny, the im-
pudence, confidence :to enter the lists among the Unknown. But 
hidden away somewhere in his black soul is a germ of conscience 
disguised as superstitious fcar,-a germ of conscience which starts 
forth when that towering will is off guard; coming in the thin sub-
stance of a dream, yet so terrible that the remorseful" drops hang 
on his trembling flesh." Here is his humanity, his mortal weakness; 
and through this the "all-powerful and ever-watchful N emcsis" hurls 
her lance, barbed to the shaft with retribution. Pursued by croaking 
phantoms, scourged by the invisible lash of a violated conscience, he 
flings himself into the conflict, and with a royal flourish, in perfect 
keeping with his character, closes the tragedy. His death satisfies 
the equation of right. 
Richard and Iago possess some qualities in common: both 
have mighty intellects; both are wily, cunning, crafty; both dissim-
ulators, both actors. But farther than this they arc profoundly 
unlike. Richard III. is more humanly terrible; Iago more devil-
ishly perfect. Richard loves nothing human; Iago hates everything 
good. Richard is arrogant, passionate, powerful, violent; Iago is 
egotistical, cold, cynical, sly. Richard is fire; Iago is ice. Richard 
III. is more objective; Iago more subjective. Richard would pul-
verize the universe; Iago would like to reverse the order of things. 
In point of satanical finish Iago is Richard-and more. Richard 
III. murders many, and sweats with horror; Iago few, and forgets 
remorse. Richard III. mounts the throne of England on a score of 
dead bodies ; Iago wins the throne of Hell in three strides. The 
conscience of Richard wakes from its throne ; Iago has no con-
science. Richard III. is a monstrosity; Iago is a psychological con-
tradiction. 
We offer Iago then as Shakespeare's conception of the 
"Evil Principle." And how perfect the creation. In the whole 
course of his crime, he betrays never a weakness, never a check 
of conscience-nothing to mar the symmetry of his fiendishness. 
From the time he lays down the postulate that "I am not what 
I am,'' till he attains his infernal majority, he is the same 
refined, pitiless, sarcastic devil. He is often surpri:sed, but he is 
never disconcerted. He plans, but it is because he likes the 
mental exercise. It has been said that " deep rogues take all 
their villainy a priori; that they do not construct plans in an-
ticipation." Iago's carefully perfected schemes would seem to 
rebuke this philosophy were it not that they appear, rather, 
meat for his mind than directions for his diabolisms. Indeed 
it is in those unpremised scenes where the occasion fails to fit 
his plans, where all the odds are arrayed against him, that he 
achieves his greatest triumph. This is nothing short of Stygian 
skill; and it is just here that he attains the dignity of a devil. 
That dignity would have been sacrificed in his death. By all 
the principles of dramatic tragedy, Othello is his fit executioner; 
Significant fact I we are only promised that his "punishment 
shall torment him much and hold him long." This is to appease 
the moral demand, and in its vagueness the poet seeks to avoid 
a decline in tragic intensity. This we offer as the ethical and 
resthetical reason for the indefiniteness thrown about Iago's 
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fate by the dramatist. He had pushed his creation to the 
verge of the finite, punishment was demanded, none could be 
devised which would requite him. 
The full course of tragedy, the mighty evolution of its 
events must yield an apt sequence, a sublime completeness, else 
it fails in its aim. Schiller says: "Life is great only as a means 
of accomplishing the moral law: and nothing is sublimer than 
a criminal yielding his life because of the morality he has vio-
lated." With the single exception of Iago, Shakespeare has 
availed himself of this principle. The Thane of Cawdor tops 
all his murders with his own death; Lady Macbeth bleaches in 
death the "damned spot" from her unclean hand; Richard III. 
seals with his own blood on Bosworth field the sublime in his 
career; but Iago is just beyond the reach of death and we can 
fancy his disappearance in the darkness of which he is a part. 
There are two fitnesses in a villain's death-the moral fit-
ness and the tragic fitness. The one, the ethical satisfaction at 
the inevitable recoil of the broken moral law; the other, the 
grandeur of afinale. To condense into one moment the whole 
of life, to put a fiat on existence, to engulf a soul in the awful 
immensity of its own acts-this is sublime. But to have con-
ceived and brought forth a being so super-physical, so positively 
devilish, so intensely infernal, that his death would be pathos-
this is genius. 
And this Iago. The polished, affable attendant; the boon 
companion; the supple sophist, the nimble logician; the philos-
opher, the moralist-the scoffing demon; the goblin whose 
smile is a stab and whose laugh is an infernal sneer; who has 
sworn eternal vengeance on virtue everywhere; who would 
turn cosmos into chaos. This compound of wickedness and 
reason, this incarnation of intellect, this tartarean basilisk ii' the 
logical conclusion in a syllogism whose premises are" Hell and 
Night." He is a criminal climax: endow him with a single 
supernatural quality and he stands among the devils of fiction 
supreme. 
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION. 
The following from the Illini, of the Illinois Industrial Uni-
versity, we consider so clearly to the point, so true, and so applicable 
to us, as well as many other colleges, that we copy it with some 
omissionA. The italics are our own: • 
We would write not as an iconoclast nor as a fault-finder; but 
as an honest inquirer, and an upholder of the time-honored idea ot 
a university. A unus populi of a democratic college, we advance 
our opinions and interrogation marks to be answered, refuted or sec-
onded as to any other it may seem best. 
Our university has probably better museums, apparatus and 
appliances for instruction than any other institution in the west, 
with perhaps the exception of Michigan University; and as fertile a 
state as any in the union for its guardian. Yet we have too much 
of the flauntings of the magnificent results of education, and the 
grand beauties and work of a great university; and catch so little of 
the true soul of the matter that to some those phrases become hard-
"<med and indigestible. Some collegian of a noted collegf.l has said: 
"Give me a college in a log cabin, and the only seat a log with my-
self at one end and Mark Hopkins at the other, and I have all the 
university that I want"; so aptly arid well does he testify that the 
endowments of a college are not its prime essentials. 
Is the step taken by this university not, indeed, a very short one, 
or, at most, does it not come far from any high standard? How few 
of the students that pass their years within her walls get any idea of 
scholarly attainment! Are we not pres~ribed most of the restraints 
of the common schools and subjected to the same daily appeals to 
the memory? What is there in the class-room to give the student a 
tendency to break the trammels and develop himself? The question 
then narrows itself down to this, have we the great university that 
we pretend or have we but a high school with the only difforence 
that we confide a little more to tlie memory here ? 
It does not come within the limits of this article to give an 
extended answer to these questions, nor a lengthy discussion ·of them, 
but simply to state a few facts. Under our methods of instruction, ' 
e'Oer'JJ attainment stands on the dead leoel of marks and on 
the daily routine of an inworable grind. In this way, inevit-
ably, will be developed some glittering phraseology, and a vast 
amount of truisms are obtained; but the eternal, ever-sparkling 
truths are completely obscured. The student's knowledge is guaged 
by the amount he knows of the text-book then and there. Our in-
stitution tries to go over too much ground, and thus necessitates 
cram instead of the proper deoelopment of the mind. 
Speaking from our own knowledge, do we not know of the in-
numerable cases of merciless cramming•for examinations, and the 
reward received therefor-of the every-day cramming to recite the 
lessons of that day, while the lesson of two days ago has fled the 
mind like the things that were and are not? But you say this is 
mostly the student's fault, and, in the nature of the case, unavoid-
able. Is it'l:1ot, rather, mostly due to the importance given to eaeh 
daily recitation; and would it not be well in our studies to have 
kept in view the full scope of the work, and the great end for which 
we are studying-in short less drudging, and more enthusiasm? The 
truth is we become superficialists and let other men do our thinking 
for us. 
How can an attempt be made to raise the university from the 
beaten track of its surroundings? The founders of our university 
must have had an ideal in mind when they founded such an institu-
tion. Are we approaching that ideal or are we retrograding 1 It 
seems to us that the fostering of the desire for independent culture 
and research, is the first part of the step in the right direction. 
WHO MAKE OUR SOCIAL LAWS. 
It is well known who establish the political laws under which 
we live. Though it has been claimed that woman through her ins 
fluence, has in many cases, turned the tide of affairs, yet the chief 
glory justly belongs to man. But it is not so well understood, 
because never looked into, who deserve the credit for settling and 
maintaining the laws which govern our social intercourse. How-
ever, a little thought on the subject cannot fail to reveal the truth. 
Let us commence with the home. To whose influence is it due, 
whether the home is a wretched farce or an attractive and lovely 
place, whose sweet light not only warms the hearts within, but 
becomes the guiding light of many outside? You cannot but 
answer that it is due to the presiding genius of that home, the wife 
and mother. Thus is social intercourse within the home circle reg-
ulated by woman. 
If at any social gathering we find the company loud and rough, 
we will see, on looking round, that the women present are themselves 
destitute of the attractive graces of good breeding. But place 
those same men in the company of refined and cultivated women, 
and we will soon see how their loud voices will moderate and their 
rough manners soften. In the oft-repeated example of the good 
effects of co-education, one of the advantages claimed, is that the 
presence of girls puts a restraint upon the young men; and it is a well 
known fact that in colleges where the two sexes are educated togeth-
er, hazing, rushes and boisterous conduct are not so prevalent as in 
schools for young men alone. 
Men are what women make them! The good or the bad influence 
which a woman can exert is beyond all estimate. The present state 
of society is by no means perfect, and reforms are sadly needed in 
many directions. But these, to be effective, must be accomplished 
by the steady, quiet, patient teachings of the example, which each 
true woman gives to those around her, rather than, as in the temper-
ance reform some years ago, by the uprising of a mob, which had a 
good end in view but chose the wrong means to accomplish it 
When a woman becomes unwomanly, all her influence ends. It is 
not our object to plead "woman's rights." Wt believe in division 
of labor, and are willing to grant men the privilege of managing the 
legal affairs, exclusively, for to women is left the more glorious part 
of softening the asperities and quickening the graces of social inter-
course. X, 
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IN our April number the article "Practical Men," which 
was written by one of our own graduates and a former editor 
of the AunonA, should have been credited to the Ca.rthaginian 
but by some unaccountable blunder of the printers it went in 
without any credit whatever. The May number of the College 
Jou1·nal, of Milton, Wisconsin, gives the article a verv flatter-
ing notice, and credits it to the AURORA; the honor belongs 
to the Carthaginian. 
IT IS with extreme pain that we learn of the burning of 
Notre Dame University, near South Bend, Indiana, on April 16. 
The college building, six stories high, the Infirmary, the Old 
Men's Home, Music Hall and Minim Hall were all destroyed. 
The loss is estimated at $200,000. Insurance $60,000. A circu-
lating library of twenty-five thousand volumes, seventeen 
pianos and much other valuable property of the University were 
burned. Notre Dame University was one of the largest and most 
successfully conducted in the west. Its loss will be keenly felt, 
and especially by the Catholic church, in whose interest it was 
conducted. The institution received several presents from 
· the emperor Napoleon who was its warm friend. Though the 
'loss is a severe one, we trust the university may again rise 
and attain the excellence it has shown and the strength it has 
manifested in past years. 
ON Saturday evening, April 26, through the efforts of Prof. 
. Lee, the societies were favored by a very entertaining and in-
structive lecture by Mr. W. T. Hornaday, a student here in '72 
and '73. Since leaving here he has gained quite a reputation as 
a naturalist, having traveled extensively in South America, 
Africa, Asia, and the Islands of Malaysia, collecting Zoolog-
ical specimens for Prof. Ward, of Rochester, New York. 
His lecture was a description of his labors, mainly in India, and 
was replete with information, and smacked strongly enough of 
ad venture and wit to be extremely interesting. And, though he 
was unexpectedly called upon, we think all were agreed that 
his talk was more satisfactory than some lectures for which we 
have in the past paid $50. Ile presents his thoughts clearly and 
without the least oratorical pretension or dramatic attitude. 
Ile expressed himself well pleased with the growth of the col-
lege since he was among us as a student, but thought the mu-
seum ought to have improved more. We understand M,r. 
Hornaday expects to establish in Des Moines a large Natural 
History Museum. 
SOME of the .Alumni have made a suggestion which we 
think worthy of especial consideration. It is that an .Alumni 
Directory be added to the AURORA containing the names, ad-
dresses and occupations of all the graduates. We are inclined 
to think quite favorably of the plan for several reasons. If 
carried out it would necessitate the enlargement of the AURORA 
to a twelve page paper, which enlargement we think is needed. 
Some of the depatments now represented are hampered by the 
small amount of space to which they are restricted; especially 
is this true of the Editorial Department, rendering it necessary 
to often trench upon the space allotted to some other editor. At 
present the .Alumni Directory could probably be condensed iii to 
about one page; this would leave about three pages to be other-
wise disposed of w~erever the need seems greatest. It will be 
some time before this plan, if undertaken, can be carried out 
If it meets with the approbation among the Alumni which we 
think it deserves, we may inaugurate the matter at the open-
ing of the fall term. Will our friends among the .Alumni please 
think the matter over, and let us have your opinions about it as 
soon as convenient. 
ON Wednesday evening, May 7, we had the pleasure of 
attending the Inter-State Oratorical contest, between the states 
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa and 1Visconsin. It 
was held at Iowa City. The orations were as follows: 
Science not the Soul's Teacher, B. C. Cour, Cornell College, Iowa. 
Iago, R. M. LA FOLLF.TTFl, State University of Wisconsin. 
Unsolved, Problems, MISS EMMA C. HULKLEY, Shurtleff College, Illinois. 
The Decay of lnstituti.ons, A. B. ANDF.RSON, Wabash College, Indiana. 
Unlimited Culture, MISS IDA M. MU,LER, Drury College, Missouri. 
Mahometani.,m and il, Enemies, ,T. A. BARBF.H,, Oberlin College, Ohio. 
The marking8 of the jnd~es rank them as follows: 1st, Wis-
consin; 2d, Ohio; 3d, Indiana; 4th, Missouri; 5th, Iowa; 6th Illi-
nois. 
The judges were Gen. W. II. Gibson, Tiffin, Ohio, C. W. Sla-
gle, Ex-President State University, Fairfield, Iowa, and 1V. T 
Harris,Superintendent Schools, St. Louis, Mo. The speakers all 
acquitted themselves finely, displaying much native talent and 
thorough culture. 1Vhen it was announced:that Mr. La Follette 
received the first prize the audience heartily applauded, but 
manifested its disapprobation at the awarding of the second 
prize to Mr. Barber. Mr. La J<'ollette's oration is published in 
this number. His delivery was excellent. He seems to revel in 
Shakespeare's characters. Mr. Barber's oration stands the test 
of a critical reading better than appeared to the audience from 
his delivery, which was rapid and not impressive. In our opin-
ion Mr. Anderson, of Indiana, earned the second prize, although 
his excellent production was marred by a faulty delivery,which, 
however, was somewhat retrieved by a fine voice and the force 
and earnestness with which he spoke. Many in the audience, 
however, judged that the second prize should have been 
awarded to Miss Miller, of Missouri. Mr. Cory, Iowa's ora-
tor, had a fine oration but his delivery was rather tame, lack-
ing the force and magnetism which win an audience . 
The business session of the Association held its meeting on 
Thursday, when the committee, appointed a year ago for the 
purpose, offered a new constitution which was rejected as being 
too cumbersome. The next annual contest will be held at 
Oberlin, 0., on the first Wednesday of May, 1880. The officers 
elected are, President, C. E. Morse, Oberlin, Ohio; Vice Presi-
dent, Miss Ida M. Miller,. Springfield, Missouri; Secretary and 
Treasurer, J. M. Dodson, Madison, Wisconsin. The constitu-
tion was so amended that each oration is limited to two thous-
and words, instead of fifteen minutes as heretofore. 
Financially, the contest was a complete success; after pay-
ing all expenses and debts, about $125 remains in the treasury. 
It seems more successful when the meetings are not held in 
large cities. 
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SCIENTIFIC. 
"DOES DEATH END ALL?" 
On the evening of the 15th inst., we had the pleasUJ"e of 
listening to B.ev. Joseph Cook, who spoke on the above subject 
in Moore's Opera Hall, Des Moines, under the auspices of the 
Young Men's Christian Association of that city. With his 
strong voice the speaker held the close attention of his audience 
throughout. The lecture was a masterly effort, directed against 
modern Materialism. 
At first Mr. Cook withdrew himself from all connection 
with Bible proofs of immortality, and, on the grounds of the 
latest biological research, he outlined the growth and structure 
of cells in the living organism, dwelling particularly on the 
fact that science has, thus far, been unable to distinguish any 
difference either between the biopla.sm that is the basis of ani-
mal life and that which stands in the same relation to vegetable 
development, or in that which enters into the different tissues 
of the same animal. 
By drawing a parallel between the migratory instincts of 
certain animals and the innate beliefs of man respecting a life 
hereafter, he showed the folly of Materialism in affirming that, 
because there is a sphere to us empirically unknown, we must 
therefore deny its existence and fall back upon the very com-
forting thought that after death we are not-that this life con-
tains all of happiness to which we can possibly attain. 
Defining life, in substance, to be that immaterial thing 
which molds matter into organized forms, he claimed that 
since life, the cause, was before organization, the effect, it was 
but natural to aflirm that the former was independent of the 
latter. A not improbable sequence then would be that disor-
ganization, or physical death, was not to end life. "It is not 
more wonderful that we should continue to live, with personal 
identity, than that we should have lived at all." 
Having established, by his argument, that the belief in the 
immortality of man's existence was neither unnatural nor 
absurd, Mr. Cook proceeded to the collateral question of a 
future life among the lower forms of being, and declared himself 
to be no opposer of the belief, adopted by some scientists, that 
it was not impossible that life in the inferior animals might 
continue after the dissolution of their present forms. With the 
following thought of Agassiz he saw no reason why he should 
not agree: Is not the highest idea of Paradise that where there 
is a grand concourse of all life 1 
The speaker then, in a most forcible manner, introduced 
the evidences brought forward by revelation, concerning the 
future life, comparing our natural promptings to the starlight, 
the results of scientific research to the moonlight, and the rev-
elations of the Scriptures to the pure bright sunlight of the 
eternal truth of the immortality in store for all. Science but 
said, "There may be a future life." Revelation declared, 
"There shall be ablest and pure hereafter." Between these two 
assertions there was and could be no ground of conflict. 
In this article we feel we have done justice to neither the 
theme nor the speaker. Our only apology for writing at all 
must be found in the unusual interest now manifested in these 
high topics by all thinking people. The frequent and enthusi-
astic applause which greeted Mr. Cook, attested its welcome 
reception, and but few, if any, regretted having listened to the 
able effort. F. F. 
A GRUB WITH LEGS ON ITS BACK. 
A recently found specimen of an ash-boring larva displays 
such a peculiar adaptation of structure to life, and such a 
reversal of the usual characters of its kind, that, inasmuch as it 
-seems to be something entirely new to science, it deserves a 
moment's attention from those interested in the manifold forms 
of life displayed about us. 
The specimen was found boring in the pith of a small twig,' 
on an ash tree near the road west of the College, apparently 
beginning at or near the tip of the twig and working down-
ward. Numerous twigs were found t.hat had been inhabited in 
this way, but only one specimen of the borer was found-this 
about a quarter of an inch long, quite slim, and nearly white. 
Its great peculiarity consists in the disposition of its locomo-
tive apparatus. The first three segments following the head are 
provided with the usual pair of legs, each in the normal posi-
tion-that is, on the ventral surface. The following six seg-
ments are provided each with a pair of pro-legs, similar to those 
found on many caterpillars; but, strange to say, these are 
arranged upon the dorsal surface-exactly the opposite of tile 
usual arrangement, while the number six is different from 
either the caterp_illa1:s, where there are four or five, or the sand-
fly larvre, which have eight. The l'emaining three segments 
have no propellers whatever. The beauty of this arrangement 
for the conditions of the borer can at once be seen, for he has as 
much foot-hold above as below. Placed upon a flat surface, it 
could make no advancement, but wiggled awkwardly about, 
evidently seeking its double foot-hold. Placed 'between two 
thin plates of glass, it moved rapidly, usmg all its legs, and 
going with equal facility backward or forward, either side up. 
If provided with some support at one side, it was possible for it 
to travel by means of the legs 011 its dorsal surface alone. 
As before stated, this is, so far as we know, new to sclence, 
and works at hand fail to give us a cl11e to its classification. It 
is apparently the larva of some heetle, uut to which family, 
even, it belongs, we are unable to say. II. 0. 
WATER-PORES. 
BY J, C. AUTHUR, 
That plants are abundantly provided with breathing-pores, 
i. e. stomata, by which a communication is established between 
the outer air and that within the intercellular spaces and cavi-
ties of the plant, is a familiar fact. Other perforations of the 
epidermis are less known; and of these w~~ter-pores are doub~less 
the most interesting. They occur on leaves-principally on the 
edges, less abundantly on the upper surface, rarely on the under. 
Their appearance is much that of large stomata, and it is doubt-
less for this reason that they have received so little attention 
hitherto. What their function is has not yet been determined 
with much accuracy. 
An excellent example of water-pores, both because of their 
representative form and of the ease with which they may be 
examined, is found in the common Fuchsia. At the extremity 
of each tooth, seen along the edge of the leaf, is a single (rarely 
more than one) water-pore. If a surface view is taken it will 
not appear essentially different from a large stoma with a very 
wide passage. In longitudinal section a cavity is revealed just 
beneath the water-pore, which is usually filled wit~ water. By 
the evaporation of this water carbonate of lime is deposited 
upon the cell-walls, rendering them much discolored and 
encrusted when seen under the microscope. The bottom or 
floor of this water-cavity is the extremity of a fibro-vascular 
bunrtle, and consists entirely of elongated parenchyma-cells with 
their ends protruding more or less into the cavity. Just below 
blc'gin the spiral vessels. The bundle made up of these two ele-
ments, i.e. parenchyma and spiral vessels, passes through the 
axes of the leaf-tooth into the blade, and there joins the system 
of veins that forms the framework of the leaf. The bundle in 
the, leaf-tooth has a much greater diameter than after enter-
ing the blade. Surrounding it is a thin layer of chlorophyll-
bearing tissue, upon which lies the epidermis. This, without 
entering into details, is the anatomy of the leaf-tooth of 
Fuchsia. 
An interesting question, already somewhat investigated, is 
whether the water of the water-cavity is supplied from the 
fibro-vascular bundle or from the chlorophyll-bearing tissue. 
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A number of other problems of a physiological nature are await-
ing solution. 
Water-pores may be distinguished from stomata by their 
always lying over the extremity of a fibro-vascular bundle, 
their larger size, and by the incapacity of the guard-cells to close 
the passage between them. They occur solitary or in groups. 
In some instances the guard-cells early lose their vitality and 
shrivel up (e.g., Topreolum), and sometimes entirely fall away 
. ,,. 
(e.g., Galletriche). 
The bibliography of the subject is interesting as showing 
how little it has been investigated. The earliest definite men-
tion of water-pores seems to have been by Mettenius, in 1856. 
In 1859, Duchartre gave an excellent account of the anatomy, 
physiology, and development of the leaves of Colocasla antiquo-
rum with carefully prepared plates, in which the water-pores 
received a large share of attention. De la Rue published a short 
article in 1866. At the second meeting of the Russian Associa-
tion of Naturalists held at Moscow, in 1869, papers on the sub-
ject were presented and discussed by Sperk, Borodin, and Rosa-
noff, which were briefly reported in the Botaniche Zeitung of 
the same year, with a few notes added by DeBary. In 1870 
Borodin, and in 1871 Magnus had an article in the same jour-
nal. 'l'he latest account is by De Bary in his Anatomie der 
Phanerogamen and Farne published in 1877. I am able to find 
only one obscure reference to them in English, which is in Sachs' 
Botany, page 600, foot-note. 
Although so little studied, water-pores are not of rare occur-
rence, but are found in a large number of species of common 
indigenous and exotic plants. A partial list of these is given in 
De Bary's Anatomie. 
DIFFERENCE OF OPINION. 
Of all the subjects that demand our attention in our journey 
through life, few are susceptible of direct proof. What I mean 
by a subject being proven is, that it is so certain that there is no 
longer room for doubt, such as a theorem in geometry. There 
are only three methods of proof, namely, observation, experi-
ment, and demonstration founded upon facts 1>reviously proven. 
We know that the.sun is in the sky, because we can see it. We 
know that fire burns, because we can try the experiment. We 
know that the earth revolves on its axis, because from well-es-
tablished facts we can demonstrate it. Experience shows us 
how few of the questions that present themselves to us admit 
of·so certain a decision and how many are the subjects of end-
less discussion. This discussion and difference of opinion has 
been the fruitful parent of more study, investigation and 
reform, as well as strife and bloodshed. than perhaps all other 
causes combined. 
On this account kings have been dethroned; empires, sub-
verted; society has been shaken frow centre to circumference, 
with revolution after revolution. There have been wars until 
the cries of the widows and orphans are heard throughout the 
length and breadth of the land. '}.'here must be some adequate 
cause for all this. Lord Ka mes says: "Passion has such an 
influence over us as to give a false light to all its objects." As 
an illustration of this he says farther: " A woman is all per-
fection in her lover's eyes, but in the eyes of a rival beauty she 
appears awkward and disagreeable. A politician, in the course 
of an exciting political campaign, gets himself worked up to 
such a pitch that he thinks all those of the opposing par-
ties are knaves, while he fails to see any fault in those of his 
own party." 
When we first look at a question, the reasons one way and 
the other are frequently so nearly balanced that it is difficult to 
decide which preponderate. Our opinions are, therefore, very 
susceptible of a bias from passion. Human beings are so prone 
to justify their passions in their own eyes, that they have a 
great deal more influence on their opinions than they otherwise 
would have. 
Generally speaking, an idea or argument which is in bar-
mony with the existing state of the mind is more relished and 
produces a deeper impression than one which is not in ha~-
mony. We can see no good in anybody we dislike much: his 
faults are magnified and his• virtues underrated. This is sim-
ply because the idea of anger is intimately associated with him 
in our minds, every time we think of him, or of. any of his 
attributes, om thoughts are mixed with anger and more or less 
colored by it. For a similar reason, an argument against a 
favorite creed, is looked upon with disapprobation, and pro-
duces slight impression, while the argument for it is appre-
ciated to its fullest extent. Thus we see what a determining 
influence passion in the first instance, and prejudice in the sec-
ond, may have on opinions. Our natural or habitual disposi-
tions color to a great extent our passions and, thereby, our opin-
ions. 
There are -0ther causes which influence our beliefs, among 
the principal of which are early associations. In youth wlien 
our opinions are fqrming, we are frequently at a loss to know 
which way to decide, and the influence of an associate will go a 
great way. Hence, we see the importance of keeping good 
company particularly in youth. 
Mental culture tends to place the mind'more out of the 
dominion of passion, by giving a more substantial basis to 
thought and a broader view of the world and of the questions 
which come before us. And, therefore, the opinions of cultured 
people are more to be respected than those of the uncultivated. 
That passion has a great influence is undeniable when we 
consider the intolerance with which one religious or political 
party treats another. 'l'he many absurd religious tenets that 
have been held in times past, can be accounted for in no other 
way, particularly when we remember how many have been 
founded on the Bible. The Bible is just the same; it is all in 
the different ways men look at it. An aggressive man wm be 
a Methodist rather than a Congregationalist. A revengPful man 
will have a revengeful God; an affectionate man will have a 
loving God. For this reason one person may ascribe actions to 
the Supreme Being which another would 1·egard as unbefitting 
His perfection. From this and similar causes arise a great 
part of the differences of religious opinion that exist now, and 
have existed from the earliest ages, namely, from the diversity of 
human nature and human passions. Thus we see what folly 
it is to regard those who differ from us as fools or knaves while 
we are just as liable to be mistaken as they are, and it is not at 
all likely that any of us are entirely right. 
Now, therefore, while it is very efisential that we have an 
opinion of our own, as it lies at the foundation of all consist-
ency and hence efficiency of action, let us be very careful to 
tolerate others in their opinions, as they are,'.doubtless, just as 
good as ours, although they may not suit us as well. It behooves 
us also to cultivate to its fullest extent our highest emotional 
nature, in order that its ennobling influence may be felt in all 
our opinions and actions, making us more worthy to be styled 
the most perfect of God's creatures. W. 
HUXLEY ON THE HAND. 
Professor Huxley chose for the subject of a recent lecture 
at the Workingmen's College, the human hand. He pointed out 
the great diversity of operations for which man is dependent 
on the hand, and observed how it performs all its important 
functions by virtue of certain very simple facts in its form of 
construction. He referred to that famous work, Paley's "Nat-
ural Theology," and the argument which it enforces that if a 
person were to find the whole machinery of a watch he would 
infer from it that it must have been intended to serve a certain 
purpose. But Prof. Huxley pointed out that, whatever the 
force of the argument of analogy in the case of the hand, it 
does not apply in the sense in which it was used by Paley, 
because it can be easily shown that a man's hand was not put 
together in that way, but came about in quite a different man-
ner.-Popular Science Monthly. 
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LOCAL. 
Fine weather. 
Base ball is in order. 
Time for spring chickens. 
These days are well-crowded with work. 
'Twas not a student who inquired about Houdan cattle. 
Where is the laundry that suspends its line from the eaves 
fronting the terrace? 
Rev. A. L. Frisbee, of Des Moines, deliverad a most excel-
lent_ sermon in chapel, Sunday, April 27. 
A Freshman recently returned a copy of Shakespeare to its 
owner with the remark: "Here's that Dickens." 
An enthusiastic debater in a passionate harangue, expressed 
hisJear that they would" plunge this war into a rebellion." 
A Senior thus begins his definition of inertia: "Inertia in 
its most general universality, that is, in its most general sense-" 
It was not a geological Senior who said that Albite wa,s a 
general name including Trilobites, mosquito-bites and dog-bites, 
1 Through some mistake one of the locals in our last issue 
reads: "love exhibiton," instead of a lone exhibition, as it 
should. 
Prof.-" Mr .• J., what was the object of Babington's con-
spiracy?" 
Mr. J., (promptly).-"lts design was the extermination of 
Queen Elizabeth." 
Iowa rejoices in a river by the name of Skunk.-E:.u. It is 
prohably a remote branch of the Oder.-Bulletin. We deny the 
latter assertion. The relation is not remote. We have crossed 
Squaw Creek bridge and know. 
If you look in the note books of some of the Sophomore 
chemists you will then become acquainted with a few of the 
reforms in orthography: "led,"" sturd," etc., in preference to the 
old and longer lead and stirred. 
A young man on trial before a mock council wished to 
prove an alibi, but the judge, who was appalled at the word, 
for he heard it for the first time, refused, because of° "lack of 
time." Lack of time in a court of justice! 
A Sophomore lady found a spider on the walk which she 
wished to capture. The gentleman with her lent his aid by 
heading the poor thing off with his "Big Foot." It took two to 
capture one little spider. Brave Big :Feet!! 
A Senior, an enthusiastic seeker after knowledge, wanders 
into a f1iend's room and picking up a paper asks: " Who the 
deuce is this JI. M. S. l 1 inafore anyway?" Now he says: "Let 
that Pinafore be pinned a-hind and give us a rest." 
One of our Senior :Friends applied for a new special, her 
name is" None 'O Yer Bttsiness." At any rate that's the name 
he gave when asked who that was that caused such a pitiful 
expression of his countenance when he asked for her company. 
The poem and literary articles of the AURORA are too long 
and dry. "Spice up."-University Reporler. 
We say not a word against friendly criticism, and admire 
the Rep01·ter's slang. But allow us to suggest that five pages of 
locals are not sufficient(?). Better add to that department. 
An apology is due to our readers for the poor appearance of 
the April issue. We were sorry to put such a paper out, but 
did not know anything of the poor work until it came from the 
workmen's hands. We are compelled to lay the fault with our 
printers. 
A Freshman has a penny which has been coated with mer-
cury so that it looks like a dime. He asked for two nickels in 
exchange, when a smart Junior volunteers to accomodate him. 
He covers a penny with a five cent-piece and gives this in· ex-· 
change. Six cents for one! 
The report was circulated at the beginning of thelterm that 
there were two barrels of maple syrup in the store-room, which 
would be served up as soon as the sulphuric-acid-and-boot 
syrup was gone. For two long months S. has been a faithful 
martyr to the cause. In plaintive tones he says, at morning, 
noon and night: "Please pass the syrup." 
Don't believe in development? Let me cite to a fact well 
known to many of our readers. Last year a certain lady had a 
pet kitten to which she paid much attention. Of its care dur-
ing the winter we know nothing, but when she returned with it 
this spring it had become a full grown Catt, and its mental devel-
opment is so remarkable that it has become one of the leading 
members of the Freshman class. 
One pleasant Sunday two gentlemen asked another whom they 
met if any ladies had ,passed that way. "Yes, two went west and 
three south." Having ascertained that the best looking" crowd', 
wenl west, they traveled on in that direction. Coming in sight 
of two ladies, they at once waved hats and canes and finally 
succeeded in attracting their attention. Ladies waited. Gents 
came up, but their faces wore a pitiful expression when they 
found that instead of the expected students, they were some 
dining-room friends. 
The ruling powers at the Agricult1lral College should under-
stand better the laws of health than they seem to, if we are to judge from the manner in which they heat the college building. 
The building is heated by steam and in the night they put on 
the fire and throw on so much steam that the sleeping apart-
ments become so hot that it is impossible to sleep with any com-
fort. Some of the students object to being cremated alive and 
are seeking boarding places among the farmers around the col-
lege, while others are contracting fevers on this account, and 
are going home sick. 'fhere is a general complaint among the 
students against this over-heating of the sleeping rooms. Some 
one at the college needs poking up with a short stick until they 
exhibit a little more sense in the heating. Where the blame 
lies we do not know, but we do know that all we have said is 
true.-Grand Junction Head-Light. 
This is all untrue. " 'fhe ruling powers at the college" quite 
frequently advise the students as to health. The fires are not 
kept up after ten o'clock so that the steam is not "thrown on" 
in an unbearable amount. But if this were the case each one 
can control the heat in his or her room, if not too stupid to turn 
the stop-cocks. It is indeed very strange that our newspapers 
are so quick to pick flaws with, and so exceedingly slow to give 
credit to, public institutions. Some of them have a meaner 
spirit than old Shylock's greed for gain ever exhibited. It 
would be well to keep the little ones at home until they are old 
enough to heed instructions. 
PERSONALS. 
[From the readers of the AURURA we respectful!y solict any information 
in their possession concerning .A lwmni or former students of this college 
'81. Miss Abbie Frater has entered college at Rockford, 
Illinois. 
'79. J. W. Everheart is studying medicine at Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
'78. C. 13. Martin now occupies a position as draughtsman 
in Marshalltown. 
'77. We recently heard from L. B. Robinson. He is in 
Belle Plaine, for the present-a member of the bar. 
'76. W. M. James, of Great Bend,Kansas,says: "I am well, 
single and moderately happy. Please send the AURORA." 
'74. N. P. Nelson, once a member of '74, is Juctice of the 
Peace, Real Estate and Exchange Banker, of Conway, Iowa. 
'73. W. C. Baker, formerly a member of '73, made us a call 
the otherday. He is a Junior in the Classical course at Grin-
nell. 
'78. A. E. Griffith occupied the pulpit at Pleasant Grove in 
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the forenoon, and at Bloomington in the afternoon of Sunday, 
April 27. 
'79. C. D. Taylor is to deliver the .Alumni oration at the 
West Liberty High School, of whlch he is a graduate. Don't 
let your eloquence cause you to forget us, C. D. 
'74. A.G. Adams, once of '74, and since editor of the Colorado 
Mountaineer, is now traveling agent for Armstrong & Co., 
wholesale commission merchants, of Atchison, Kansas. 
'79. Mr. W. H. Hutchinson who was a student here in '75 
and '76, died of consumption, in California, on the 28th of 
April. His remains were brought to his home at Sioux City. 
'74. W. II. Cochran, formerly of '74 and now editor of the 
San Juan Prospector, is the newly appointed post master of 
the flourishing city of Del Norte, Colorado; it is a second-class 
office and one of the most important in the state. 
'80. Edgar Anderson, who was a student with us-during 
the FreshJllan year, is now a student at the Iowa State Normal 
School, at Cedar Falls. He was one of our best while here and 
we understand he fully maintains that reputation there. 
'7!1. In the April number we neglected to mention that Mr. 
H. Martin had left College to engage in the mercantile business, 
at Altoona, Iowa, as a partner of Mr. Chavannes, formerly of 
the same class. In Mr. Martin the Senior class has lost one of 
its very best members. 
'77. H. 1<'. Jordan, who will graduate in the Law School of 
Des Moines, in ,June, is editor of the Law Department of the 
Simpsonian. Ile gave us a call the other day, but his extreme 
modesty prevented his mentioning his honors, which were not 
known till the arrival of the Simpsonian after his departure. 
'77. Miss Cora Patty is not married, as stated in our April 
number. We are sorry the mistake was made; some one circu-
lated the report, and we supposed it true till after the paper 
was issued. She writes that she "isn't one bit married." We 
hear incidentally that she recently delivered a temperance 
lecture at Adel. 
'78. We are very happy to state that D. McKinnon was not 
injured as stated in our last issue. The truth is, that Davy, 
instead of having his leg broken, has had a more appalling 
Miss-hap befall him in the shape of a wife. '.rhe deed was made 
out and duly approved by the Squire on Sunday, May 11. Score 
one for '78! The first in the class. The bride was Miss Jessie 
Morton. 
CLIPPINGS. 
The error of a moment is often the sorrow of a life. 
Four-fifths of American colleges have preparatory depart-
ments. 
Prof. of Meteorology, (assigning the lesson impatiently): 
" Commence at ' Winds' and go to 'Thunder.'" 
An old joke in a new robe: "Chawles," languidly drawled 
,Josephine, looking up from her book, "I see one of the studies 
at West 1~oint is trigonometry. What is trigonometry any-
how?" "Trigonometry," replied Charles, toying with an 
invalid moustache, "is a-a-is the science of pulling the trig-
ger, of course." "I thought so," said Josephine resuming her 
novel.-Norr. Herald. 
Seniors have you chosen your hobby? The choice of a 
hobby is the first thing after the decision of your life work. 
The nature of the hobby may be as varied as minds; but get 
one. It. may be anything from Shakespeare to bug-ology; but 
get a hobby. The only essential point is that, in general, it 
should be as different as may be from your regular line of work. 
A good hobby is a civilizer, a humanizer, a general good gen-
ius; for it will help a man to keep out of ruts, in which, other-
wise his mind would unceasingly run. By all maans, get a 
hobby. 
EXCHANGES. 
We have received the first number of the Cornell Graphic, 
a new paper of Cornell College, Iowa. We like its appearance, 
but have not had time to give it a thorough perusal. However, 
we notice an item giving the information that the Iowa Agri-
cultural College is to have a new department of Domestic Econ-
omy. Why bless you, our Domestic Economy department has 
been an established thing for six years. This reminds us of 
the intelligent man out in the same neighborhood, who last 
year informed somebody that "A new college is just being 
opened out west here, called the Iowa State Agricultural Col-
lege." England is to have a new sovereign named Queen Vic-
toria. 
The San Juan Prospector comes to us from Del N 01:te, in 
south-western Colorado. It is a vigorous and ably cond11cted 
weekly, and has inade very great improvement since we ·first 
saw it. The editors are the Cochran Bros. The senior member 
of the firm is Mr: W. II. Cochran, for about three years a mem-
ber of class '74. We also acknowledge the receipt of a very inter-
esting pamphlet by Mr. Cochran, entitled," Where to }'ind Ilomes 
in the "\Vest." It purports to give a glimpse of the prominent 
resources of Rio Grande county, Colorado. This county lies 
mainly within the San Luis Valley which is noted as one of the 
most remarkable and inviting to be found in the west, and is 
developing with wonderful rapidity. From a geological point 
of view it is said to be a marvel. 
The Illini is unusually well conducted editorially and the 
mechanical execution is in keeping with other excellencies. 
The Spellin,g Reform wave seems to be sending its breakers in 
upon Champaign, as the Illini is gradually discarding the ortho-
dox way of spelling and aspiring to simpler orthography. We 
were great1y interested in "The Skeptic a Reformer;" it shows 
that much of the world's progress has been and will be made 
through the efforts of the skeptic. The Christian church is 
not to-day what it was of old. Worn-out theological dogmas 
are being cast aside, and a truer religion is taking their places. 
Religion is man's idea of God, and must change as man changes, 
must grow as he grows. Give us more of suci1 articles. 
The Earlltamite is a very valuable college paper, and is a 
model of neatness, and unpretentiousness. From the April 
number we glean some verv intersting items in regard to the 
actual cost of tuition and the charges therefor, in several of the 
colleges of Iowa, which with some additions of our own, presents 
the following: 
Charges for tuitiou. Cost of tuition. 
Iowa College ...................... $22 .............. $68.11 
Oskaloosa College.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 30.. .. .. .. .. .. . . 50 
Humboldt College ............... not given... . . . . . .. 66¾ 
Iowa Wesleyan University ........ 24.............. 53 
Cornell College .................... 36 .............. 60 
State University ................... 25* ............. 91 
Penn College. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 30 .............. 5o--60 
Average for the state, about $30 ........ about $63 
The same correspondent deplores the existence of so many 
small colleges with funds insufficient to secure their successful 
operation, and calls for more concentrated effort, and the conse-
quent supporting of fewer colleges. It takes large resources to 
maintain a good college. Let the weaker be consolidated with 
the stronger and better, and instead of puny institutions "dot-
ting our land," all being weak and cramped financially, we will 
have large, well endowed and well supported colleges and uni-
versities. Every man with a few dollars to spare and a longing 
desire for noteriety need not feel himself called upon to found a 
college which is to eek out a few years of precarious existence, 
and eventually die from want of support. Every religious 
denomination need not feel itself bound to maintain from one 
to half a dozen colleges in each state, when all combined would 
scarcely furnish the requisites of a large university. 
The AURORA called attention to this matter something 
more than a year ago, and we hope to see the day when we will 
have fewer but better and stronger colleges, that will give char-
acter to the country and to the students attending them. 
*'.l'hls includes the fee for incidentals, $lo. 
